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tonnage of 43,179 tons register, being 147 vessels less than in 1884, and a decrease

in tonnage of 29,232 tons register.

462. A number of reasons have been given for this falling off in the ship-
building trade, among the most reasonable of which appear to be the fact that
iron is rapidly taking the place of wood in the construction of ships, and that as

steamers are absorbing almost the whole of the carrying trade of the Atlantie,

there is no longer that demand for wooden vessels of fair size that used to exist.
Moreover, the general depression of trade throughout the world, has caused such a
large number of vessels to be lying idle, that the present supply is more than ade-
quate to the demand. The majority of vessels now built are for fishing purposes,
which explains the fact of the number of vessels not having decreased in more equal

proportion to the decrease in tonnage.

463. The following table gives the number of vessels and their aggregate ton-
nage, and number of men employed, that arrived from sea in each year from 1868,
at the ports of Halifax, St. John, Charlottetown, Quebec, Montreal, and Victoria,

B.C.:—
= -
Year ended 30th June. Nu:}ber Nu(r)x}ber Nur;lfber
Vessels. Tons. Men.
1868 ...0ueene cervensen sencsness veses sesess sesesnsas voraes sarans srsses 3,245 1,537,937 52,467
1869, 0uscvsmise sowonn soe sossesee R » sessosiasEAn ST 3,928 1,699,676 56,468
1870 c.ucuee ceeren sososs casass sesnsssns oraves susens smoses sonses sessns 4,295 1,766,853 60,998
b T:} ) D vessoues sessansanees sasses esssesessasens esses senses 4,031 1,615,962 56,993
VTR se0ss roies 3955 pieiBsinans 45 LERFPEAINRII EPoseDws p Ve IEERRERTHETS 4,678 2,011,286 70,208
1873..00ueeeee ervssmas sasaws munenEE oSHEI4 nonnh  ArANNAEHIAT SoivETES 4,601 1,991,231 69,863
1874...... ... ses cansen sessusineen 4,323 2,101,318 70,504
1876...000 seee oo resena R~ et sasses sasses srsesesns essnsene 4,203 1,919,576 68,837
IBT6 civvun swwuss sanvns gossvnnosssmunononinumen & sussrsasons sovasuary 4,056 2,152,225 68,610
1877 o vu 5 2008 seees ssose 1eeane v oeses wasstsesstanns 4,350 2,442,044 68,066
LBTB..ovis sannen nibinhs wyenennod®Vd ($4FET SERHOY SERVSAF I EVONST GosuER 4,134 2,406,584 72,282
LBYD 0 cors somnns semaennnanst mass ~isiass risanpunnaosss Gt aabs i isuses 3,899 2,177,604 69,532
1880......... 00 sessan sn tses 28000 D sasess Menenrerns 1eesss susrsten ® 4,251 2,606,218 76,700
1881ueuucecenens canses essanacssee sosees ssaroerocnot sosee sonses sosens 4,639 2,735,476 81,752
L. E— eeestcanses sanss tresess 000t crt010 aeones sesnse soses 4,377 2,667,123 81,284
1888 ricenvssuvesnuensa s 04ses080srs atsetennses senss s0ses sesesnsosee 4,538 2,695,126 83,765
1884 .cuviiniivan cosmsnsemmonssmanss sese voseones sose e aeesrs sncssenes 6,057 2,873,274 102,091




